1994 AREA F LEVEL 1 READING COMPREHENSION

ATACHNE

Arachng puella Gracea arte clira erat. Daber
fius lapds mirice tinguébat. Tuella tamen per
omn@s terris némen mentoribile habuit quawquat
ndn dives sed pauper erat. Rudem lénam in primos
orbes glomeribat, opus digitis subigtbat, vellera
molligbat, teretem pollice celerl versibat. Tandem
autem superba erat ct haec improba verba &didit,
“Melius 1abérd gquam Minerva. SI dea veniet,
facile eam vincain.” Minerva haec verba audivit et
anvun simulivit; cands capillds sibi addidit, baculum
sumpsit quod in{irma criira sustinuit. Cameram, ubi
suddx puclla labordlat, intritvit, et opus spectivit.
Tandem dulei voce, * Mea filia,” inquit, “anus sum
et multa cogndvi; meum consilinm audi  Magnam
inter mortalee fAmam habés, ndli deds lacessere; si
deae ceédés, veniam tibi dabit; nisi autem hoc faciés,
t¢ piniet.” Arachné autew respondit, “Anus stulta
es! Minerva mé timet. COr ndp ipsa venit? Cior
hoc certimen vitat?” Tum dea, * Végit,” climavit,
suamque in formam rediit. Puella autem ndn territa
erat, quamquam primo érubuit, deinde expalluit. Sive
mora ambae geminds télds intendérunt et bracchia
docta moéverunt. Minerva antiguam litemm inter
deds dé ndmine urbis Athéndrum pinxit. Duodecim
di circum Iovem in altis sédibus sedeébant. Aspectus
Tovis régilis erat. Deus maris aspera saxa longd
tridente feriébat unde equus saliEbat. Minerva sé
ipsam in pictiird pinxit, et sibi clipeum et hastam
et galeam dedit. Illa etiam terram feritbat, unde
olen, gravis biicts, surgébat. In angulis mortales qui
deds lacessivérunt addidit. Arachné contrd deds qui
errivérunt pinxit. Pulehritfidd pictirae mira crat.
Tapdem ambae surrexérunt et dea opus puellae con-
spexit. “Pulchrius est!” climivit, et pictis vestés
riipit quaterque frontem puellae percussit. Infelix
puella fiinem sumpsit et &€ pendére voluit. Minerva
autem, “ Vive,” inquit, “sed semper pendg, o inu-
proba puella.” Statim comae deflux@runt, corpus
parvuny, capub minimum factum est, octd criirs
haluit  Stiwen rewisit unde pependit et télam
texuit.  Nou puclla, sed arinea erab !



1. Who dyed Arachne's wool with purple dye?
a. Minerva
b. a spider
¢. her fathey
d. Arachne herself

2. Arachne
a. had much money.
b. had a memorable name.
c. had a plantation of purple fish.
d. cut her thumb on the loom.

3. Arachne turned smooth wool with her swift

a. feet.

b. fingers.
¢. thumb.
d. arms.

4. The adjiective which best describes Arachne is

a. greedy.

b. slothful.
c. gluttonous.
d. proud.

5. Arachne said. "I work
a. as well ag Minerva."
bh. better than Minerva.”
¢. more easily than Minerva.”
d. less often than Minerva."

6. Minerva disguised herself as
a. an old woman.
bh. an old man.
c. a sick child.
d. a seamstress.

7. The goddess referred to Arachne as her
a. grandmother.
b. son.
c. daughter.
d. maidservant.

8. Minerva suggested that Arachne not
a. pardon the gods.
b. annoy the gods.
c. worship the gods.
d. avoid the gods.

9. Arachne asks why Minerva
a. is afraid of her.
b. avoids a contest with her.
¢. pardons her.
d. annoys her.



10. After the goddess shouted, "She has come."
&. she evanesced,
b. she returned into her own form.
¢. she blushed.
4. she turned pale,

11. Minerva depicted on her tapestry
a. the battle of frogs and mice.
b. a weaving contest.
c. an ancient gquarrel among the gode concerning the name of
the city Athens.
d. little antiques of the city Athens.

12. How many gods were depicted on Minerva's tapestry?

a. 2
b. 3
c. 7
d. 12
13. Minerva depicted herself as
a. having shield, spear. and helmet,
b. as a leaping horse.
. with a long trident.
d. on sharp rocks,
14. On her tapestry Arachne portrayed
a. mortals who annoyed the gods.
b. an olive tree laden with berries.
¢. Minerva in armor.
d. gods who had gone astray.

13. The goddess conceded that Arachne's work was more beautiful
than her own. and then the goddess

awarded the girl a golden ram.

. 8truck the girl's forehead four times.

suspended the girl from on high,

. disappeared.
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16. Near the end of the story. the girl wished to
a&. hang herself.
b. shrink her head.
¢. let down her hair.
d. continue weaving.

17. Arachne's character flaw was her
a. inability to weave,
b. inclination to kill herself.
¢. hubris.
d. avarice.

18. This story represents the kKind of myth kKnown as
aetiology.

. war story cycle.

blood vengeance.

divine intervention.
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